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TOPIC: Safe Practices - Grinders and Abrasive Saws  
 

Grinders and abrasive saws are among the most commonly used 
pieces of equipment in any shop. They are also among the most 
dangerous tools. Being safe and paying attention to the task at hand 
is critical in the operation of these tools.  

 

Safety Precautions  

– Always read and understand the Operation Manual before using any 
equipment  

– Visually inspect the machine before operating  

– Be sure to ring test new abrasive wheels before mounting  

– Always be sure the machine guards are in place and working before 
operating  

– Always leave the wheel in good working order  

– Always be sure to turn the grinder off when it is not in use  

– Be sure to never exceed the safe maximum operating speed that is 
marked on the wheel, blade, or disc  

– Never wear loose clothing or any type of jewelry that could get 
caught in the machine  

– Always wear the appropriate PPE when operating any type of 
grinder or abrasive saw 
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The material in this document is provided for informational 
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive 
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from 
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however, 
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or 
currency of this information and encourages you to consult 
experts in this area for more information.  In no event does 
the content of this document supersede any applicable 
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations. 

 


